Rosh Hashanah Day 2 5782

Source Sheet by Rabbi Zachary A. Plesent

Genesis 22:1-19

(1) Some time afterward, God put
Abraham to the test. He said to him,
“Abraham,” and he answered, “Here I
am.” (2) And He said, “Take your
son, your favored one, Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the heights
that I will point out to you.” (3) So
early next morning, Abraham
saddled his ass and took with him
two of his servants and his son Isaac.
He split the wood for the burnt
offering, and he set out for the place
of which God had told him. (4) On
the third day Abraham looked up and
saw the place from afar. (5) Then
Abraham said to his servants, “You
stay here with the ass. The boy and I
will go up there; we will worship and
we will return to you.” (6) Abraham
took the wood for the burnt offering
and put it on his son Isaac. He
himself took the firestone and the
knife; and the two walked off
together. (7) Then Isaac said to his
father Abraham, “Father!” And he
answered, “Yes, my son.” And he
said, “Here are the firestone and the
wood; but where is the sheep for the
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burnt offering?” (8) And Abraham
said, “God will see to the sheep for
His burnt offering, my son.” And the
two of them walked on together. (9)
They arrived at the place of which
God had told him. Abraham built an
altar there; he laid out the wood; he
bound his son Isaac; he laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. (10)
And Abraham picked up the knife to
slay his son. (11) Then an angel of
the LORD called to him from
heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And
he answered, “Here I am.” (12) And
he said, “Do not raise your hand
against the boy, or do anything to
him. For now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld
your son, your favored one, from
Me.” (13) When Abraham looked up,
his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the
thicket by its horns. So Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it
up as a burnt offering in place of his
son.

Ramban on Genesis 22:1:1

AND GOD TRIED ABRAHAM. The
matter of “trial,” in my opinion, is as
follows: Since a man'’s deeds are at his
absolute free command, to perform
them or not to perform them at his
will, on the part of one who is tried it
is called “a trial.” But on the part of

() T QI 19771 %32 TPY7
970K WX TIPHTTON N2
JalypishgaiigmigNagyiien

TPY) DORYTTNN TV 12NN
mamaoy ink oiy" 112 PRy NN
TTN2R 12w () -0°%Y7 2ymn
LNY? N2IRRI"NR M7 777N
XD 1R NP7 () 13271
N DRI T

(2°) 237 7N°1 Q02N 1 077N
WITTOR T MR2WATON N7
nRY 179 TNIRN 12 BypoN

N1 IR DR K172 Ry
3R TN A32N8 DN
N VPR 7R R ()
1’3722 1202 YIR] TN PRIm
PRTNN MR DT A2

123 nOp MY Ry

R’N:2”0 NOWRD2 DY 7' am

1Y BMMAN NN 701 2OPPNRM
N> M2Y2 PNYTY NI 71701
17°2 NHPMN MY OINA Twyn
ND 7%7° N7 ONY 7wy 7377 ON
101N T8N "0 R Wy


https://www.sefaria.org/Ramban_on_Genesis.22.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Ramban_on_Genesis.22.1.1

the One, blessed be [God], who tries
the person, it is a command that the
one being tested should bring forth
the matter from the potential into
actuality so that he may be rewarded
for a good deed, not for a good
thought alone.

Know further that God trieth the
righteous, for knowing that the
righteous will do [God's] will, [God]
desires to make him even more
upright, and so commands him to
undertake a test, but [God] does not
try the wicked, who would not obey.
Thus all trials in the Torah are for
the good of the one who is being
tried.
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Do we agree with Ramban? Is this test for Abraham only because he is worthy of it?
If so, is it successful? "All trials in the Torah are for the good of the one who is being tried"
- How does this experience make Abraham better?

Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera 23:8

Thereupon, the Holy One, blessed be
[God], opened the sky and the cloud
and said: “By myself have I sworn,”
saith the Lord (ibid., v. 16). “You have
sworn.” Abraham replied, “and now |
swear that | shall not descend from
this altar until I say what I wish to
say.” “Speak,” [God] answered. “Did
You not tell me,” said Abraham,
“Count all the stars, if thou be able to
count them; so shall thy seed be (Gen.
15:5)?” “Yes,” [God] replied. “But
from whom shall my seed descend?”
queried Abraham. “From Isaac,” the

"M:2”2 N NP0 WA

NN NI 7392 WiTRI nnD TN

"2 RN 20 NN YR
AN 12 0K LT ORI Ryaw)

1 TIX NPY "Ry *IN) .Nyaw)
IXW 71 22 MRY TY m2mn
AN T2 N2 290K (12 N 9
990% 22IM OX 0°221377 1901 7
37 % 0N Ay e 19 NN
Rrlsh ialit it vadota Il Tt
MR °292 770w oD (3% N
RN PNy 17 i) 1w


https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma,_Vayera.23.8
https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tanchuma,_Vayera.23.8

Holy One answered. “It was in my WY Y71 77 NP prxCa o9 oY

}Yleart, }{gsterd;y, tIo remind You thgt ’n,?y? DW 1”77371'! ,,? X K
ou told me that [saac was my seed, i :

when You said to me: Take him for a 12 ,:|’n:1tz7r| N‘?1 "13’ X ’ﬂW:DW
burnt-offering. But I restrained myself RO PIIL7 1?![7 P13 VITwI
and did not challenge You. ]n'l? 1211 NI ,|'|'1377 10121
Therefore, When Isaac’s descendants 70 Jz_-)’? JWU m Py’ ]7127 j Ny
sin and are being oppressed, recall ma1 22 5y 132% 110X 11?N3

the binding of Isaac, reckon it as if
his ashes were piled upon the altar,
and pardon them and release them
from their anguish.”
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This Midrash explains that Abraham did not want to sacrifice Isaac, and may not have been as willing as the
text seems at first? Does this Midrash redeem Abraham for you? Does it change how you feel about him in the
story? For better or for worse?

Heritage - Haim Gouri

The ram came last of all. And Abraham

did not know that it came to answer the
boy's question - first of his strength

when his day was on the wane.

The old man raised his head. Seeing

that it was no dream and that the angel
stood there - the knife slipped from his hand.
The boy, released from his bonds,

saw his father's back.

[saac, as the story goes, was not

sacrificed. He lived for many years,

saw what pleasure had to offer,

until his eyesight dimmed.

But he bequeathed that hour to his offspring.

They are born with a knife in their hearts.
Haim Gouri, the famous Israeli poet, writes about the future generations, and the lasting impact the events of
the Akedah have on their lives. How does this poem diange the Akedah for you?



