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Genesis 22:1-19

(1) Some time afterward, God put
Abraham to the test. He said to him,
“Abraham,” and he answered, “Here I
am.” (2) And He said, “Take your
son, your favored one, Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a
burnt offering on one of the heights
that I will point out to you.” (3) So
early next morning, Abraham
saddled his ass and took with him
two of his servants and his son Isaac.
He split the wood for the burnt
offering, and he set out for the place
of which God had told him. (4) On
the third day Abraham looked up and
saw the place from afar. (5) Then
Abraham said to his servants, “You
stay here with the ass. The boy and I
will go up there; we will worship and
we will return to you.” (6) Abraham
took the wood for the burnt offering
and put it on his son Isaac. He
himself took the firestone and the
knife; and the two walked off
together. (7) Then Isaac said to his
father Abraham, “Father!” And he
answered, “Yes, my son.” And he
said, “Here are the firestone and the
wood; but where is the sheep for the

בראשית כ״ב:א׳-י״ט

ָבִר֣ים ָהֵאּ֔לֶה (א) ַוְיִה֗י ַאַחר֙ ַהּדְ
֖ה ֶאת־ַאְבָרָה֑ם ַוּיֹ֣אֶמר ְוָהֱ֣אלִֹה֔ים ִנּסָ

ֵאָל֔יו ַאְבָרָה֖ם ַוּיֹ֥אֶמר ִהּנִֵֽני׃ (ב)
ְנָך֨ ֶאת־ְיִחֽיְדָך֤ ַוּיֹ֡אֶמר ַקח־ָנ֠א ֶאת־ּבִ
֙ ֶאת־ִיְצָח֔ק ְוֶלְ֨ך־ְלָך֔ ר־ָאַהְ֙בּתָ ֲאׁשֶ

ם֙ ְלעָֹל֔ה ֶאל־ֶאֶ֖רץ ַהּמִֹרּיָ֑ה ְוַהֲעֵל֤הוּ ׁשָ
֖ר אַֹמ֥ר ֵאֶלֽיָך׃ ַע֚ל ַאַח֣ד ֶהָֽהִר֔ים ֲאׁשֶ
ּבֶֹ֗קר ַוּֽיֲַחבֹׁש֙ ֨ם ַאְבָרָה֜ם ּבַ ּכֵ (ג) ַוּיַׁשְ

ֵנ֤י ְנָעָריו֙ ִאּתֹ֔ו ֞ח ֶאת־ׁשְ ּקַ ֶאת־ֲחמֹרֹ֔ו ַוּיִ
ע֙ ֲעֵצ֣י עָֹל֔ה ַוּיׇָ֣קם נֹ֑ו ַוְיַבּקַ ְוֵא֖ת ִיְצָח֣ק ּבְ

ר־ָאַֽמר־לֹ֥ו קֹ֖ום ֲאׁשֶ ַוּיֵֶ֔לְך ֶאל־ַהּמָ
֨א ָ ׂשּ ֗י ַוּיִ ִליׁשִ ְ ּיֹ֣ום ַהׁשּ ָהֱאלִֹהֽים׃ (ד) ּבַ

קֹ֖ום ַאְבָרָה֧ם ֶאת־ֵעיָנ֛יו ַוּיְַ֥רא ֶאת־ַהּמָ
ֵמָרחֹֽק׃ (ה) ַוּיֹ֨אֶמר ַאְבָרָה֜ם

בוּ־ָלֶכ֥ם ּפֹה֙ ִעֽם־ַהֲחמֹ֔ור ֶאל־ְנָעָר֗יו ׁשְ
ֲחֶו֖ה ּתַ ַוֲאִנ֣י ְוַהּנַַ֔ער נְֵלָכ֖ה ַעד־ּכֹ֑ה ְוִנֽׁשְ

֨ח ַאְבָרָה֜ם ּקַ ְוָנׁש֥וָּבה ֲאֵליֶכֽם׃ (ו) ַוּיִ
נֹ֔ו ם֙ ַעל־ִיְצָח֣ק ּבְ ֶאת־ֲעֵצ֣י ָהעָֹל֗ה ַוּיָׂ֙שֶ
ֲאֶכֶ֑לת יָדֹ֔ו ֶאת־ָהֵאׁ֖ש ְוֶאת־ַהּֽמַ ֣ח ּבְ ּקַ ַוּיִ
ֹ֨אֶמר ִיְצָח֜ק ֽו׃ (ז) ַוּי ֵניֶה֖ם ַיְחּדָ ַוּיְֵלכ֥וּ ׁשְ
ֹ֣אֶמר ָאִב֔י ַוּיֹ֖אֶמר ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֤ם ָאִביו֙ ַוּי
ֽי ְבִנ֑י ַוּיֹ֗אֶמר ִהּנֵ֤ה ָהֵאׁש֙ ְוָהֵ֣עִצ֔ים ּ֣נִ ִהּנֶ

֖ה ְלעָֹלֽה׃ (ח) ַוּיֹ֙אֶמר֙ ֶ ְוַאּיֵ֥ה ַהׂשּ
֛ה ֶ ַאְבָרָה֔ם ֱאלִֹה֞ים ִיְרֶאה־ּלֹ֥ו ַהׂשּ
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burnt offering?” (8) And Abraham
said, “God will see to the sheep for
His burnt offering, my son.” And the
two of them walked on together. (9)
They arrived at the place of which
God had told him. Abraham built an
altar there; he laid out the wood; he
bound his son Isaac; he laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. (10)
And Abraham picked up the knife to
slay his son. (11) Then an angel of
the LORD called to him from
heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And
he answered, “Here I am.” (12) And
he said, “Do not raise your hand
against the boy, or do anything to
him. For now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld
your son, your favored one, from
Me.” (13) When Abraham looked up,
his eye fell upon a ram, caught in the
thicket by its horns. So Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it
up as a burnt offering in place of his
son.

ֽו׃ (ט) ֵניֶה֖ם ַיְחּדָ ִנ֑י ַוּיְֵלכ֥וּ ׁשְ ְלעָֹל֖ה ּבְ
֣ר ָאַֽמר־לֹ֣ו קֹום֮ ֲאׁשֶ ֹ֗אוּ ֶאֽל־ַהּמָ ַוּיָב

֤ם ַאְבָרָהם֙ ֶ֨בן ׁשָ ָהֱאלִֹהים֒ ַוּיִ
ַ֔ח ַוּֽיֲַערְֹ֖ך ֶאת־ָהֵעִצ֑ים ַוּֽיֲַעקֹד֙ ְזּבֵ ֶאת־ַהּמִ
ַ֔ח ְזּבֵ ם אֹתֹו֙ ַעל־ַהּמִ נֹ֔ו ַוּיָׂ֤שֶ ֶאת־ִיְצָח֣ק ּבְ
ַל֤ח ַאְבָרָהם֙ ׁשְ ַ֖על ָלֵעִצֽים׃ (י) ַוּיִ ִמּמַ
חֹ֖ט ֲאֶכֶ֑לת ִלׁשְ ֖ח ֶאת־ַהּֽמַ ּקַ ֶאת־יָדֹ֔ו ַוּיִ

ְקָר֨א ֵאָל֜יו ַמְלַאְ֤ך נֹֽו׃ (יא) ַוּיִ ֶאת־ּבְ
ַמִ֔ים ַוּיֹ֖אֶמר ָ ְיהָֹוה֙ ִמן־ַהׁשּ

ַאְבָרָה֣ם ׀ ַאְבָרָה֑ם ַוּיֹ֖אֶמר ִהּנִֵֽני׃ (יב)
ַל֤ח יְָֽדָך֙ ֶאל־ַהּנַַ֔ער ׁשְ ַוּיֹ֗אֶמר ַאל־ּתִ

֣י  ַ֥עׂש לֹ֖ו ְמא֑וָּמה ּכִ ֣ה׀ְוַאל־ּתַ ַעּתָ
ה ְולֹ֥א ֽי־ְיֵר֤א ֱאלִֹהים֙ ַאּ֔תָ י ּכִ יַָדְ֗עּתִ

י׃ ּֽנִ ְנָך֥ ֶאת־ְיִחיְדָך֖ ִמּמֶ ְ֛כּתָ ֶאת־ּבִ ָחׂשַ
֨א ַאְבָרָה֜ם ֶאת־ֵעיָנ֗יו ַוּיְַרא֙ ָ ׂשּ (יג) ַוּיִ

ַקְרָנ֑יו ַבְ֖ך ּבְ ּסְ ְוִהּנֵה־ַאִ֔יל ַאַח֕ר ֶנֱאַח֥ז ּבַ
֣ח ֶאת־ָהַאִ֔יל ּקַ ַוּיֵֶ֤לְך ַאְבָרָהם֙ ַוּיִ

נֹֽו׃ ַ֥חת ּבְ ַוּיֲַעֵל֥הוּ ְלעָֹל֖ה ּתַ

Ramban on Genesis 22:1:1

AND GOD TRIED ABRAHAM. The
matter of “trial,” in my opinion, is as
follows: Since a man’s deeds are at his
absolute free command, to perform
them or not to perform them at his
will, on the part of one who is tried it
is called “a trial.” But on the part of

רמב"ן על בראשית כ״ב:א׳:א׳

עניןוהאלקים נסה את אברהם
הנסיון הוא לדעתי בעבור היות

מעשה האדם רשות מוחלטת בידו
אם ירצה יעשה ואם לא ירצה לא
יעשה יקרא "נסיון" מצד המנוסה
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the One, blessed be [God], who tries
the person, it is a command that the
one being tested should bring forth
the matter from the potential into
actuality so that he may be rewarded
for a good deed, not for a good
thought alone.
Know further that God trieth the

righteous, for knowing that the
righteous will do [God's] will, [God]
desires to make him even more
upright, and so commands him to
undertake a test, but [God] does not
try the wicked, who would not obey.
Thus all trials in the Torah are for
the good of the one who is being
tried.

אבל המנסה יתברך יצוה בו
להוציא הדבר מן הכח אל הפועל

להיות לו שכר מעשה טוב לא שכר
לב טוב בלבד דע כי השם צדיק

יבחן (תהלים י"א:ה') כשהוא יודע
בצדיק שיעשה רצונו וחפץ

להצדיקו יצוה אותו בנסיון ולא
יבחן את הרשעים אשר לא ישמעו

והנה כל הנסיונות שבתורה לטובת
המנוסה:

Do we agree with Ramban? Is this test for Abraham only because he is worthy of it?

If so, is it successful? "All trials in the Torah are for the good of the one who is being tried"

 - How does this experience make Abraham better?

Midrash Tanchuma, Vayera 23:8

Thereupon, the Holy One, blessed be
[God], opened the sky and the cloud
and said: “By myself have I sworn,”

saith the Lord (ibid., v. 16). “You have
sworn.” Abraham replied, “and now I
swear that I shall not descend from
this altar until I say what I wish to
say.” “Speak,” [God] answered. “Did
You not tell me,” said Abraham,
“Count all the stars, if thou be able to

count them; so shall thy seed be (Gen.
15:5)?” “Yes,” [God] replied. “But
from whom shall my seed descend?”
queried Abraham. “From Isaac,” the

'מדרש תנחומא, וירא כ״ג:ח

רוְּך הוּא ֶאת דֹוׁש ּבָ ַתח ַהּקָ ִמּיָד ּפָ
י ָהָרִקיַע ְוֶאת ָהֲעָרֶפל, ַוּיֹאֶמר ּבִ

ה י ְנֻאם ה'. ָאַמר לֹו: ַאּתָ ְעּתִ ּבַ ִנׁשְ
ּלֹא ֵאֵרד ִמן י ׁשֶ ְעּתִ ּבַ . ַוֲאִני ִנׁשְ ְעּתָ ּבַ ִנׁשְ

ֲאִני ֶ ל ַמה ׁשּ אַֹמר ּכָ ַח ַעד ׁשֶ ְזּבֵ ַהּמִ
ָצִריְך. ָאַמר לֹו: ֱאמֹור. לֹא ָכְך ָאַמְרּתָ
ִלי, וְּספֹר ַהּכֹוָכִבים ִאם ּתוַּכל ִלְסּפֹר

אָֹתם ּכֹה ִיְהיֶה ַזְרֶעךָ. ָאַמר לֹו: ֵהן.
ְצָחק. י? ָאַמר לֹו: ִמּיִ ָאַמר לֹו: ִמּמִ

י ַמה ָהיָה ְבִלּבִ ם ׁשֶ ׁשֵ ָאַמר לֹו: ּכְ
יְבָך ְולֹוַמר ְלךָ, ֶאְתמֹול ָאַמְרּתָ ֲהׁשִ ּלַ
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Holy One answered. “It was in my
heart, yesterday, to remind You that
You told me that Isaac was my seed,
when You said to me: Take him for a

burnt-ofering. But I restrained myself
and did not challenge You.
Therefore, when Isaac’s descendants
sin and are being oppressed, recall
the binding of Isaac, reckon it as if
his ashes were piled upon the altar,
and pardon them and release them
from their anguish.”

ו ֵרא ְלָך ָזַרע, ַעְכׁשָ ִיְצָחק ִיּקָ י ּבְ ִלי ּכִ
ם ְלעָֹלה, ה אֹוֵמר ִלי ַהֲעֵלהוּ ׁשָ ַאּתָ

ְך יךָ, ּכָ ְבּתִ י ֶאת ִיְצִרי ְולֹא ֵהׁשַ ּתִ ְוָכַבׁשְ
ל ִיְצָחק חֹוְטִאין ְהיוּ ָבָניו ׁשֶ ּיִ ׁשֶ ּכְ
ר ָלֶהן ֵהא ִנְזּכָ ְוִנְכנִָסין ְלָצָרה, ּתְ

ב ְלָפֶניָך ל ִיְצָחק ְוֵתָחׁשֵ ֲעֵקָדתֹו ׁשֶ
ַח ְזּבֵ י ַהּמִ ּבֵ ִאּלוּ ֶאְפרֹו ָצבוּר ַעל ּגַ ּכְ

ָרָתן. ם ִמּצָ ְוִתְסַלח ָלֶהן ְוִתְפּדֵ

This Midrash explains that Abraham did not want to sacriice Isaac, and may not have been as willing as the

text seems at irst? Does this Midrash redeem Abraham for you? Does it change how you feel about him in the

story? For better or for worse? 

Heritage - Haim Gouri 

The ram came last of all. And Abraham
did not know that it came to answer the
boy's question – first of his strength
when his day was on the wane.
The old man raised his head. Seeing
that it was no dream and that the angel
stood there – the knife slipped from his hand.
The boy, released from his bonds,
saw his father's back.
Isaac, as the story goes, was not
sacrificed. He lived for many years,
saw what pleasure had to offer,
until his eyesight dimmed.
But he bequeathed that hour to his offspring.
They are born with a knife in their hearts.
Haim Gouri, the famous Israeli poet, writes about the future generations, and the lasting impact the events of

the Akedah have on their lives. How does this poem change the Akedah for you? 


