Coming Home

Source Sheet by Rabbi Elana Nemitoff-Bresler
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Genesis 21:9-19

(9) Sarah saw the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham playing. (10) She said to Abraham,
“Cast out that slave-woman and her son, for the son of that slave shall not share in the inheritance with my son
Isaac.” (11-13) Abraham was distressed but God assuaged his worries. (14) Early next morning Abraham took
some bread and a skin of water, and gave them to Hagar. He placed them over her shoulder, together with the
child, and sent her away. And she left. (15) When the water was gone, she left the child under one of the bushes,
(16) and went and sat down ar a distance; for she thought, “Let me not look on as the child dies.” And sitting
thus afar, she burst into tears. (17) God heard the cry of the boy, and a messenger of God called to Hagar and
said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heeded the cry of the boy where he is. (18) Come,
lift up the boy and hold him by the hand,” (19) Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She
went and filled the skin with water, and let the boy drink.

Hagar was literally exiled from her home, but God saw her and essentially helped create a new home with God. How do we
create a sense of home with those in our lives?
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I Samuel 1:8-17

(8) Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why are you crying and not eating? Why are you so sad? Am I
not more devoted to you than ten sons?” [i.e. you don't need kids, you have me!] (9) After they had eaten and
drunk, Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was sitting near the temple of Adonai.— (10) In her wretchedness, she
prayed to Adonai, weeping all the while. (11) And she made this vow: “O God, if You will look upon the
suffering of Your maidservant and will remember me, and grant me a male child, I will dedicate him to Adonai
for his whole life; and no razor shall ever touch his head.” (12) As she kept on praying before God, Eli watched
her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was praying in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard.
So Eli thought she was drunk. (14) Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself?
Sober up!” (15) And Hannah replied, “Oh no, my lord! I am a very unhappy. I have drunk no wine, but I have
been pouring out my heart to Adonai. (16) Do not take me for a worthless woman; I have been speaking out of
my anguish and distress.” (17) “Then go in peace,” said Eli, “and may God grant you what you have asked.”

How does the lack of trust both Elkanah and Eli show Hannah represent her home becoming unsafe?
We often don't know another person's experience, yet we judge. How do we honor those whom we meet in their need to
make their own home?
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What obligation do we have to honor everyone's sense of being at home? How?
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Why do the rabbis teach us that we shouldn't enter one's house without warning (even our own)?

Love of Jerusalem, Yehuda Amichai

Here they build a house and there they destroy
Here they dig into the earth

And there they dig into the sky,

Here they sit and there they walk

Here they hate and there they love.



